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The ‘son of everyone EP’ (CLAVE004) is a full-length album (exactly 45 minutes, or one side of a C90 cassette) released on Autoclave Records. We call it an EP, even though it's full length, and we're selling it at mid-price album rates. It's also 9 songs long, even though it claims to be only 8 tracks.

BACKGROUND:

Here's how it works; calamateur have released the beautiful pastoral balladry of the ‘white light unknown/inhabit’ 7", the disturbing and distressed electronica of the ‘autocity ep’ (on hand-packaged mini CD only) and the internet only mp3 mini-album ‘tiny pushes vol 1 (how to be childlike)’. A considerably warm critical opinion has greeted each collection of songs thus far (see press sheet). A full length, full-on album (‘the old fox of '45’) is in progress, but calamateur and the label both felt the need for a release which reflected the live show and which would be available in time for calamateur's three appearances at this year's Greenbelt festival. Thus, the ‘son of everyone ep’ was born.

THE EP:

Although this is 45 minute, 9 song album, it's an EP in our eyes because it has obvious lead tracks in the shape of ‘son of everyone’ and ‘here beside’ with a strong supporting cast of instrumentals, alternate takes, outtakes, etc. ‘the old fox of '45’ is a more albummy album, whereas this is a generously cut EP. That's how we are at Autoclave. We like our quality control set to maximum, and so do calamateur, so we're all happy. This is a sharp collection of great songs, which go together well and will whet your appetite for more. More is imminent.

THE SONGS:

son of everyone - is taken from the forthcoming autoclave album ‘the old fox of '45’. Crying out for radio play.

here beside (cheap & dirty version) - an alternate recording of the song. a more polished version will be on the album. This one, like it's predecessor, is a pretty obvious radio pick.

reply all - a delicate guitar instrumental inspired by a four way (and ongoing) email conversation 

walk or run - a heartbreaking gossamer thing full of aching, longing and a dark undercurrent of blood and pain

talitha k - people who like story songs love this one, people who like quirky songs with proper tunes and unexpected arrangements and instrumentation really like it too; so everyone's a winner, baby. Yes of course it's got a weird name for a reason.

hold your stare (acoustic version) - an alternate take of a song slated for future release. This is familiar territory to long term fans of calamateur; haunting, haunted, pretty, odd - "distressed pastoral", we like to call it. A peach.

disappointed - melancholia, even more distressed and pastoral than ‘hold your stare’. Gorgeous.

shame - how good will ‘the old of fox of '45’ be? Well, ‘shame’ was deemed not quite good enough to make the final cut, that's how good. This should be on the radio too.

this silence - musically this harkens back to the days of ‘inhabit’, with acoustic guitar, burbling electronica and found sound. It's starkly atmospheric and full of a disappointed and confessional yearning. This could easily be on Peel or Late Junction. So emotionally raw it's almost painful to listen to, you may feel intrusive.

THE BAND:

calamateur is the work of one Andrew Howie. He likes to pretend that you all think he's a fully fledged band full of people with peculiar names, but there y'go. It's all Andrew, all of the time, except for the bits which other people helped him to do and for which they always get credit. Andrew is also half of the duo at the heart of critically acclaimed Glasgow dreamcore outfit, Oldsolar.

www.calamateur.co.uk

       www.autoclaverecords.com

c a l a m a t e u r
reviews

tiny pushes vol.1 (how to be childlike)

”Congratulations are due, to the recipients of the ITM? stamp of value and quality this month. Following their almost harrowing autocity ep, calamateur been busy. the 10 tracks here are all downloadable and at 17 minutes in total you can hardly go wrong (John Peel's a fan if you needed any further convincing). In fact this works as a set - fragments of found sound link together the more tunesome songs here such as the simple but mightily infectious guitar strum of 'three point turn'. other highs include the almost-metal riff of 'simpleton' which again is 'just' guitar, but all-powerful.  'hopscotch' is like a lo-fi durutti column with beatbox, and 'everyone is the one' is a lovely acoustic song, short and sweet, like a highland Guided By Voices.” : Is This Music? – July 2003
autocity ep
“Calamateur released a single last year i think it was which you seemed to like.... we did. Now just in this fat morn we have a 3" CD single...a lovely thing to look at indeed...Very pretty beautiful sounding stuff and well worth a punt me thinks.” : Norman Records – January 2003
“Beautifully packaged 3" CD limited to just 200 copies from calamateur who come from the suburbs of Glasgow. the four tracks are total bleak urban soundscapes with spoken word samples on top. This could sit easily on constellation or on a clientele single.” : Rough Trade– January 2003
“The second concept record about driving this month but this one is clearly not in favour of our mechanical friends. 4 pulsating tracks on a 3” CD which somehow mimic engine noise, while samples of crash death statistics interplay in a cursory warning on the evils of the automobile. Snippets of radio chat on traffic build up through the CD – ‘bad day’ features a description of the state of a collided car until the inevitable ‘farstar’ is reached – actually so spooky that it seems it would soundtrack a space shuttle crash until an American statistician (of course) kicks in equating highway death tolls to those in ‘Nam.” : Is This Music? – February 2003
white light unknown/inhabit

“Astonishing debut single...White light unknown is a haunting (musically & lyrically) little ditty, with just the slightest beat to propel it along. Inhabit is somehow less upbeat, the fragile vocals hardly getting going. We have seen queues of enquiring music fans form at the DJ booth in clubs when this has been played. Which is probably some sort of recommendation.” : Jockrock – Summer 2000
“…a fine debut from Glaswegian band calamateur...purchase on sight because i certainly think that those of you with a love for gentle pop will want a part of this. 'white light unknown' features some softly spun acoustics, timidly sparse in approach, nothing too threatening but possessing the kind of delicate use of vinyl grooves that deserves one of those sit down and contemplate it all moments in life. 'inhabit' is my personal favourite of the two tracks, slightly more happening here but again providing one of those moments where your head says nothing really out of the ordinary happening here but your heart suggests otherwise, trembling as if touched by something altogether magical. File away with the fragile whispers of Galaxie 500.” : Losing Today - November 2001
“...this single gradually grows into a beguiling, bleary eyed, late night glory. Seek it out, great things could follow.” : Track & Field – October 2001
“…is a thing of great beauty as their stark acoustic melodies float along with sparse but emotive backing.” : The List – March 2001
